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Looking at the Spirit and Relief Activities of the Shimabara Clan
through the Shimabara Taihenki

Chikara YAMAMOTO
(Dept. of Social Work, Faculty of Human and Social Studies,
Nagasaki International University)

Abstract

220 years ago on April 1, 1792, activity of the Unzen Fugen Dake volcano caused Mt. Mayuyama
to suddenly collapse and the area below Shimabara Castle to slide into the sea. This resulted in a
giant tsunami in the Ariake Sea, with waves of 10-30 meters claiming the lives of 15,000 people (10,000
from Shimabara and 5,000 from nearby Kumamoto). This is the worst volcano-induced natural
disaster in Japan's history.

The expression Shimabara Taihen Higomeiwaku was coined at this time. The leaders of the
Shimabara fiefdom organized an impressive relief and disaster recovery campaign. Nevertheless,
these activities remain relatively unknown in other parts of the Japan.

Based on records of the recovery effort for this unprecedented disaster, this paper offers
suggestions and lessons to consider as Japan once again begins to recover from its most recent and
most devastating natural disaster to date.
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