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A Preliminary Study on Variations in Expression from the
Perspective of Register:Focusing on “to omou” (I think) as an Example
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Abstract

This paper focuses on the four expressions related to “& & 9 (I think that)” and uses
corpora to statistically analyze the actual usage variations regardmg the presence or
absence of the copula. As a result, although these expressions are used across various
registers, certain trends were observed. In the “Diet minutes”, expressions including
copula are common, while the ones without copula are common in “Newsletter” and
“Blogs”. We considered that expressions including the copula tend to be used in
registers where the subject of the expression (speaker or writer) is easily brought to the
fore.
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