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b.0 Well, then, figuring I might as well
get up from that cramped bed, | walked
over to the sink by the door, downed
glass after glass of water like a horse,
and went back to bed.O p.[(J0O
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b.00 The dark, rain—damp gateposts looked
like two gravestones standing in the
wilderness.O p.[1T0
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b. She stood up nodding very suspicious-

ly, reached the record rack in a few good

strides, and came back bearing the
album like a well-trained retriever.O p.
o
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b.00 The interior was a sedimentary cross—

section of stale smells — cigarettes and
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whiskey and french fries and armpits
and sewage, packed layer upon layer
like a cake.O pp.[1J4110
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b.0 The white deck paint was rusted from
and the side of the hull
encrusted with barnacles and shells like
scabs on a leper.[0 p.[(T0O
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b.O01 tried to
descending on the university courtyard.

imagine angel's wings

From far off they looked just like tissue
paper.O p.[O0O
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b.0 Just like when an airplane has engine
trouble and they start tossing out the
baggage to reduce the weight, then the
seats, and finally they’ll even toss out
the flight attendants.OJ Over these fif-
teen years I've tossed out all kinds of
things, but taken on almost nothing in
the process.0 p.00
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b.00 The last time | saw him, he'd shriveled

up dark and red like some crafty old
monkey.[d pp.0-810
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b.0 She didn’t even bother to acknowledge

my question, but simply stared at the
ceiling like some beached mermaid, all

wrapped up in her coverlet.00 p.(TJ0
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b.0 The spring of my fourteenth year -
unbelievable as it must sound — | burst
into speech as if a dam had broken.O p.
o
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b.0 Her body had been well tanned, but
now the color had begun to fade.

Where her swimsuit had covered was
stark white, as if the flesh were decay-

ing.0 p.[00
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b.00 All sorts of people have come my way

telling their tales, trudged over me as if
| were a bridge, then never come back.
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b.0 On occasion, when I'd be reading to

kill time, he'd peer at the book as
puzzled as a fly looking at a fly swatter.
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b.00 A tiny hand, chilly as a cocktail glass,

with four fingers arranged nice and
natural as if they'd been that way from
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b.O Yet in [I1T, when his mother died, he
took off for New York, climbed the
Empire State Building, and jumped.
Flat as a frog, he died.O p.[(1110
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b.O I have absolutely no memory of what |
said, but | talked a storm for three
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months straight, trying to fill in a

thirteen—year void, so by the time I'd
talked myself out in the middle of July |
was running a hundred—and-four—
degree temperature and had to take
three days off school.O pp.[T+100
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b.00 Next to the record cabinet is my desk,
and over my desk is pinned a mummi-
fied dry lump of grass.00 p. (110
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b.0 Striking and striking until it got red,

whereupon she just stared absently at
the palm of her hand.O p.(0T10



goooooo

(9a.000DO0O0ODO0D0ODODODODODOODOOOO
dooobooooooooooooon
ooboogogooogdgonoip.

(RN
b.0 And while there were doubts whether
the stuff actually worked, by a conve-

nient turn of events the fighting spread
south and sales shot up.O0 p.(110
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b.00 She spit out the word as she climbed

out of bed and staggered to her feet.O p.
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b.O The scent of the breeze, the sun. .. The
sun was still high in the sky, yet it

shone orange, a giant lump the color of

the setting sun. p.(0T0
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b.00 She rested her head on my chest, and

for ages just stayed there motionless

with her lips on my nipple.00 1 almost
thought she’d gone to sleep. O p.[(T10
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b.00 She just snickered without saying

anything, took a sip of her gimlet, then,
as if she remembered something, sud-
denly glanced at her watch.O pp.(TJ+110
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b.0 She'd light up a cigarette, take three

puffs, remove it from her mouth and
stare at it as if examining the lipstick

smudges, grind it out in the car ashtray,
and light up another one.O pp.[TJ+110
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b.0 The Rat wiped the foam from his
mouth with the back of his hand and

stared at the ceiling as if deep in

thought.O p.[TJ0
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b.0 The Rat sat crumpled over, both
hands on the wheel.0d Not hurt, just
depositing the remains of the pizza he'd
had an hour before onto the dashboard.
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b.00 She planted both elbows on the table
for a chin rest and gazed into my eyes as
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wine, then studied my face a while.[0 p.
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