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Medicinal Plant Illustration:

Medicinal Plants watching from Botanical Art

Yukihiro SHOYAMA

(Dept. of Pharmacy, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Nagasaki International University)

Abstract

Botanical art is a coined word combined with botanical and art. It is well known that the
botanical art should be illustrated in fine detail basically. When Age of Discovery had been
expanding in the world the botanical art became popular in Europe, and various novel plant kingdoms
were introduced into European countries during 17"~18" century. At the same time many artists
were sent to various countries and illustrated the novel plants in fine detail. Therefore, the botanical
arts could be presented as an illustrated book of plants. Since many elaborate Grass Flowers have
been collected in The Harved Museum of Natural History, the author tries to compare together
both botanical arts. The botanical art also means medicinal plant, therefore approximately 100
species of medicinal plants are selected, and their morphology and efficacy of medical usage are
decumented.
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