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Utilization of an e-Portfolio System as an Educational Support Tool
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Abstract

This paper explores the effects of a learning support system by means of an e-portfolio system
called “manaba” at Nagasaki International University, and the corresponding action research
conducted by the author.

According to the results of the questionnaire, 81.1% of the students answered “Agree” or
“Somewhat Agree” to the question item “It is a good opportunity of reflecting what we've learned
to answer the level of understanding on manaba.” In addition, 69.8% of the students answered “Agree”
or “Somewhat Agree” to the question item “It encourages us to do out-of-class learning more by
being asked about whether we did the out-of-class learning on manaba.” As for the number of
students who answered “Agree” or “Somewhat Agree” to these question items, the results of the
Chi-squared test with Yates's correction indicate statistically significant differences between the
utilization of the paper-based reflection cards in 2013 and that of manaba in 2015.

Furthermore, 98% of the students answered “Agree” or “Somewhat Agree” to the question
item “It is a good way of reviewing to itemize what you think is important and want to remember
on manaba.”

Thus, it is maintained that the e-portfolio system, manaba, has positive effects for the students.

Key words
out-of-class learning, improvement in quality of education, tool for educational support, e-
portfolio system
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