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The State of Roadside Stations Required to

Function as Regional Hubs:
The Role of Roadside Station Museums in the Region and Related Issues

Tomoko OCHIAI
(Dept. of International Tourism, Faculty of Human and Social Studies,
Nagasaki International University)

Abstract
This paper attempts to observe the role that roadside stations play in modern society and related
future issues with a focus on “roadside station museums.” “Roadside stations” are drawing particu-

lar attention as disaster protection centers, and the roles and functions required of “roadside
stations” are gradually changing. This paper discusses the mission of evolving roadside stations
and the role that “roadside station museums” should play as regional hubs for interaction using
“roadside station museums” in Nagasaki and Iwate Prefectures as examples. This proposal for
“roadside station museums” 1is expected to provide a new way for visitors to use roadside stations
when they visit. In addition, this paper is expected to be of assistance in making fundamental im-
provements to “roadside station museums” and increasing the number of curators hired.
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