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Basic research on the construction of the Youth Social Work Theory:
Analysis of the interviews with shop keepers in Sasebo

Masatoshi SAKAMOTO and Yasuko BABA
(Faculty of Human and Social Studies Department of Social Work,
Nagasaki International University, Faculty of Nursing, Kwassui Women’s University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the effects of changes in the environment of young people
as they grow up, related to the construction of the Youth Social Work Theory. In particular, we
hypothesized that the difficult living environment for youth may have been the cause behind the
two incidents of children killing children in Sasebo, Nagasaki Prefecture (2004, 2014). Among the
places that influence children’s development (home, school, community), we decided to focus on the
community aspect and carried out interviews with shopkeepers in the downtown shopping district.
The results were analyzed with SCQRM: Structural Construction Qualitative Research Method (Saijo:
2005).

The incidents that occurred in Sasebo left the city in a state of shock that was acutely felt by
the city’s youth. Even though the city responded by implementing children’s mental health care
programs, ten years after the initial incident, again a similar incident occurred in Sasebo, and the
city and its residents sank deeper into a general feeling of malaise and gloom. In addition, the in-
trusive nature of information-oriented society and the competitive and unforgiving academic demands
imposed on youth in primary and secondary schools deeply affected the city's environment for young
people.
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